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Abstract:

Convexity 1s one of the most
Important concepts in optimization.
Various properties and aspects of
convexity have been used In
mathematics over the centuries; but
the modern notion of convexity was
Introduced and studied In detail by
Hermann Minkowski only about 100
years ago. From today’s point of view
It 1s surprising that his interest
originated from number theory. |
will review some of Minkowski’s
work and its transition into
optimization, shedding some light on
the history of this field. And 1 will
also report briefly about
Minkowski’s life. His grave, by the
way, Is very close to my apartment in
Berlin.
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